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CHRISTMAS  
and HOLY DAY 

MASS SCHEDULES 
—see p. 2 

 

 

 
 

CONCERT—JAN. 13 
“AFTERNOON OF  

CHRISTMAS JOY”—p. 2 

 

 

 PASTOR: 
Msgr. David C. Hubba 

 

 

 

 

  PAROCHIAL VICARS: 

  Rev. Roy Regaspi 
Rev. Anthony Di Stefano 

 

 

 

 

 
 

DEACON: 
GeorgeMontalvo    

 

 

 

 
 

 

PASTOR EMERITUS: 

Rev. George M. Reilly 

 

 

MASS SCHEDULE  
 

 

Saturday   5:00 pm  
Sunday  7:30am,  9 am, 

10:30 am,  12 noon 
 

 

 
 

DAILY  
Weekdays  7:00 am  

   & 8:30 am 
Saturday 8:30 am 

 
 

HOLY DAYS 
as announced  

 

 

Miraculous Medal  
Novena 

Monday, 7:00 pm  
in Mary’s Chapel 

 

 
 

Eucharistic Adoration 
First Wed. of Month 

9 am—5 pm in  
Mary’s Chapel 

 

 

SACRAMENTS 
 

 

 

Confession:  Saturday,  
4:00 pm - 5:00 pm 

 

 
 

Baptism 
Contact the Parish Office  

Marriage  
Arrangements should be made  

with a priest at least  
one year in advance. 

 

 

    Homebound/Hospital  
          Call Parish Office 

 

     Christian Initiation of           
           Adults—RCIA 
   Contact Parish Office  

 

 

 

              PARISH  
        REGISTRATION 
    Contact  Parish Office 

Office Location  Phone  Email/Fax Website 

Parish Office 105 Harrison St., New Milford 201-261-0148   office@sjcnj.org 
   Fax #: 201-261-0369 

 sjcnj.org 

Religious Education 105 Harrison St., New Milford 201-261-1144 religioused@sjcnj.org sjcnjre.org 

Saint Joseph School  

the greenhouse PreK 

305 Elm St., Oradell 201-261-2388   office@sjsusa.org sjsusa.org 

                                             December 23, 2018  Oradell/New Milford, NJ                            

 

Office Hours: (Parish) Mon-Fri.: 9 am - 5 pm;  (Rel. Ed.) Mon.-Thurs: 10 am-4 pm (Also by appointment.) 



2 

 

SAINT JOSEPH CHURCH  ORADELL/NEW MILFORD, NJ 

 
 

“In the beginning 
was the Word 
and the Word 
was with God, 
and the Word 

was God.” 

 
JOHN 1:1 

 

Sunday, January 13, 2019 @ 3:00 PM 

SOLEMNITY OF THE  
BLESSED VIRGIN MARY,  

MOTHER OF GOD  
—JANUARY 1 

A HOLY DAY OF OBLIGATION 
 

Masses for the holy day  
will be celebrated: 

Monday, December 31 at 5:00 pm 

 

                     Tuesday, January 1 at  7:30 am 
                                                  9:00 am  

                                                                10:30 am 
                                                    12:00 noon 

 

The RECTORY/ 
PARISH OFFICE  

will be CLOSED on: 
 

Monday, December 24 
Tuesday, December 25 
Monday, December 31  

 Tuesday, January 1 
 

SAINT JOSEPH SCHOOL IS CLOSED for Christmas 
Break. Classes will resume on Tuesday, January 2. 

SPEND AN  
“AFTERNOON  

OF CHRISTMAS JOY” 
WITH US 

—JANUARY 13 
The Christmas season 

doesn’t officially end until the Feast of the Baptism of the 
Lord on January 13. Come join us for “An Afternoon of 
Christmas Joy” on that very day!  
 The members of our parish music ministry will be 
showcasing  their talents when they perform selections 
from a variety of styles of Christmas music, including 
traditional, religious, contemporary and popular.  
 Be sure to keep Sunday, January 13 at 3:00pm open 
(and invite your family and friends too!) so that you can 
come and enjoy some wonderful music in our church. 
We’ll help you bring the bright spirit of Christmas right 
into the dark days of winter!  
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FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT ~ DECEMBER 23, 2018 

FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK 

St. Gregory of Nyssa, the brother of St. Basil 
and one of the most esteemed authors of the 
Eastern Church’s tradition, writing in the fourth 

century, remarked how, at this time of the year, the days 
again begin to grow longer: 
 

  Today the darkness begins to grow shorter and 
  the light to lengthen, as the hours of night    
  be come fewer.  Nor is it an accident … that this 
  change occurs on the solemn day when divine  
  life is manifested. ...Rather, to those who are  
  attentive, nature manifests through visible   
  things a hidden reality….  I seem to hear her  
  saying:  “Realize … as you observe these   
  phenomena, that the invisible is being    
  manifested to you through the visible.  You see, 
  do you not, that night has reached its greatest  
  length, and since it can advance no farther,   
  comes to a halt and withdraws? … Do you see  
  that the beams of light are more intense and the 
  sun higher than it has been?  Realize that the  
  true light is now here and, through the rays of  
  the gospel, is illumining the whole earth.” 
 

 If Christmas focuses on the centrality, indeed the 
sheer necessity, of Jesus Christ, we should look to the 
four gospels to learn about Jesus and to be nourished by 
his teachings.  I love the way the late French novelist 
Julian Green described how the gospels make an urgent 
claim on our attention and our living, when he wrote 
that 

  … there exists a book called the Gospel.  A book 
  that takes up very little space, that each of us is 
  free not even to open, but it remains none the  
  less true that the book is there, and that the  
  presence of this slim volume causes several to be 
  not so easy in their minds as they would like.   
  They would be far happier but for the few   
  hundred pages that … may very well end by  
  keeping them from sleep and disturbing them to 
  the depths of their beings. 
 

 It is astonishing that there are people today who 
claim that Jesus Christ didn’t even exist—despite 
mention of him in non-biblical writings of his time—and 
how others ascribe his teachings to subsequent 
inventive writers.  I think Jeffrey Hart dealt with them 
very sensibly: 
 

  Shakespeare and Dante, along with Homer, are 
  probably the best writers generally known to  
  the  educated West.  They have moments superior
  to any other writer, and more of them.  But   
  they do not widely change lives.  The statements 
  of Jesus do change lives.  Not long ago, some  
  scholars made the argument that more than one  

 

  ancient prophet was responsible for what we  
  call the statements of “Jesus.”  On the face of it,  
  that represents a dizzying leap of faith—that  
  there were two, three or even more people  
  wandering around Judea speaking in an   
  overwhelming way. 
 

There are many cultural ways of celebrating Christmas, 
as we will do so soon.  But if we want to do so in depth, 
we will commit ourselves to reading about the life and 
deeds of Jesus Christ as we encounter them in the 
biblical texts.  Origen, one of the very greatest ancient 
interpreters of Scripture, once wrote something that it 
would be wonderful to find verified in our own parish: 
 

  Blessed is that congregation of which Scripture 
  testifies that “the eyes of all were fixed on him!”
  How much would I wish that this assembly gave
  such testimony.  I wish that the eyes of all…—not
  the eyes of the body, but the eyes of the soul— 
  would gaze upon Jesus.  When you look to him, 
  your faces will be shining from the light of his  
  gaze.  You will be able to say, “the light of your 
  face, Lord, has made its mark upon me.” 
 

 In 1333, nearly a hundred and fifty years before the 
era of printed books, Father Guido of Monte Rochen of 
Teruel, Spain wrote a practical manual to help parish 
priests do their work better.  It was called the Handbook 
for Curates.  With the appearance of the printing press, it 
became one of the most widely distributed books of the 
Middle Ages, in fact the eleventh biggest seller of the 
earliest publishers.  Father Guido commented on a 
saying about Jesus that was familiar in his day: 
 

  “He was born, washed, suffered,     
   descended to the depths,      
  He arose and ascended,        
   he will come to separate all.”      

 

  This is the Catholic faith which I believe in my 
  heart and confess with my mouth, in which   
  faith I want to live and die, testifying that I   
  believe in all things as the most holy Roman 
  church believes.  And if I have not said something
  well, I retract the whole, so that it may not be 
  taken as well spoken. 
 

 The Church has recently absorbed jolting criticisms 
and attacks because of the sinful, and completely 
unacceptable, weaknesses of a small number of its 
clergy, who have betrayed its founder and sustainer.  
But the Faith will endure, as it has through all these 
centuries.  The Church is the Body of Christ:  the way in 
which he is most present in our world.  May this year’s 
Christmas remind us that this is so. 
 

Msgr. David Hubba 
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SAINT JOSEPH CHURCH  ORADELL/NEW MILFORD, NJ 

VISIT US ON OUR WEBSITES:    
CHURCH: sjcnj.org      

SCHOOL: sjsusa.org       
 RELIGIOUS ED.: sjcnjre.org 

ARE YOU HOMEBOUND?   
WOULD YOU LIKE  

TO RECEIVE COMMUNION?  
OR HAVE A VISIT FROM A PRIEST? 

If you or someone you know is 
homebound and would like to have a visit from a priest 
and/or receive Communion, please call the Rectory/
Parish Office at 201-261-0148 and 
ask to speak to Fr. Anthony. 
 

 
 

 

ARE YOU A LITURGICAL MINISTER 
ABLE TO BRING COMMUNION  

                             TO THE HOMEBOUND? 
Please  call the Rectory/Parish Office and let us know if 
you already are or would like to be part of this beautiful 
ministry. 

MIRACULOUS MEDAL  
NOVENAS  

POSTPONED 
There will be NO Miraculous Medal 
Novena  on Monday, December 24  
because of Christmas Eve, and no 
Novena on Monday, December 31 
because of the Vigil Mass for the holy 
day —Mary Mother of God. The faithful 

are encouraged to say the Novena prayers at home. 
 The weekly Miraculous Medal Novena at Saint  
Joseph Church will resume on Monday, January 14 at 
7:00 pm. 

THROUGH THE EYES  
OF FAITH 

When Elizabeth was visited by 
Mary, her joy was overwhelming. 
Elizabeth recognized that Mary 
was carrying inside her the 
Messiah. She was honored to 
receive Mary, not just because of 
who Mary was herself, but also 

because of the One she had inside her. 
 

We meet people every day in our lives. Some we know 
well, some are acquaintances, and others we may have 
never seen before. Yet all of them are made in the image 
of God and carry within them the person of Jesus. If we 
considered this more frequently, would we act more 
graciously toward each other? Mary gave birth to the 
Son of God so that we might be able to be adopted sons 
and daughters of God. If we thought of this more often, 
would we be so quick to dismiss someone or ignore him 
or her? 
 

This time of year is filled with gatherings and parties 
for many of us. We also find ourselves rushing about 
getting ready for Christmas. There are so many people 
who cross our paths. Will we allow the Jesus in us to 
greet with joy the Jesus in them? Will we pause to offer 
a greeting or kind word? Instead of looking at them 
with human eyes, will we try to see them through the 
eyes of faith like Elizabeth. If not, what is all of this 
celebration and preparation about anyway?  
                                                        --Tracy Earl Welliver, MTS 

 

 
In anticipation of the  

Feast of the Presentation  
of the Lord, 

come join us for a 
Presentation and Reflection  

with Father Anthony 
 

“PRAYING WITH ICONS” 
How the artwork of icons  

reveals the spiritual beauty 
of the teachings of God  

and of our faith 
 

Wednesday, January 23 at 7:30 PM 
Parish Retreat House Gathering Room 

(enter from church parking lot on Grand St.) 
 

Enjoy fellowship over coffee  and refreshments  
afterwards.  Everyone is invited! 
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Saturday 
5:00 pm 
 

 
 

 

 

 

Sunday 
7:30 am 
9:00 am 
 
10:30 am UC 
10:30 am MC 
12:00 pm  

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

Monday 
8:30 am 
 
 

5:00 pm UC 
5:00 pm MC 
5:00 pm Gym 
7:00 pm UC 
10:00 pm UC 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

Tuesday  
7:30 am 
9:00 am 
10:30 am UC 
12 noon UC 
12 noon MC 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Wednesday 
7:00 am 
8:30 am 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Thursday 
7:00 am 
 
8:30 am 

 
 

 
 
 

 

 
 

 

Friday 

7:00 am 
8:30 am 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

Saturday 
8:30 am 

5:00 pm 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 
 

 

Sunday 
7:30 am 
9:00 am 
10:30 am UC 
10:30 am MC 
12:00 pm 

STEWARDSHIP REFLECTION 
“For behold, when the voice of your 
greeting came to my ears, the babe in 
my womb leaped for joy.”   LUKE 1:44 
     When you hear the scripture readings 

and Gospel reading each Sunday, do you “leap for joy?”  
If not, don’t blame the lecturer or priest, rather look 
inside yourself.  Do you prepare for Mass each week or 
do you just show up and expect to be entertained?  We 
are called to be active participants, not passive  
by-standers 

PRAYER REQUESTS 
Let us remember all those who are ill:   

   Joe Quinn, George McGovern, Barbara Piersa,  
   Veronica Ocello, Billy Wallace, Carmen Jimenez,  

   Baby Casey Risola, Phil Dennehy, Tom Burke,  
   Paulie Resinger, Kierra Duncan 

Let us remember all those who have recently died: 
Ellen Boyle 

Let us remember those serving in the military. 

 

BREAD & WINE INTENTIONS 

The bread & wine  
for the week of  December 23, 2018 

is offered for a 
Special Intention for the Family 

of Flor Villena Alto 

FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT ~ DECEMBER 23, 2018 

Saint Joseph Parish Staff 
 

 

    Parish Trustees………..Mr. Brendan Walsh/Mrs. Carol Winkler 
    Parish Pastoral Council…………….Mrs. Teresa Glenn 
    Dir. of Religious Education ……….Deacon George Montalvo 
    Sacraments Coordinator …………..Mrs. Arlene Kennedy 
    Director of Music ……………………..Mr. Monroe Quinn  
        Facilities Director ………………….....Mr. Tom Meli 
    Business Manager ……………….…. .Mrs. Phyllis Vrola 
    Parish Secretary ……………………....Mrs. Geraldine Carolan 

    Principal of Saint Joseph School…Dr. Paula Valenti  
    Dir. of Comm./ Bulletin Editor…...Mrs. Diane Hellriegel 

  SUNDAY COLLECTIONS 
Due to an early printer deadline,  the collecion amount 
for December 16 will appear in the December 30 
bulletin. 

IS SAINT JOSEPH CHURCH 
ON YOUR GIFT LIST? 

It’s not too late to include Saint Joseph Parish on your 
gift list.  Our parish depends upon your financial 
support, especially at this time of year, to help fund its 
many ministries and to meet its larger expenses.  Your 
gift to Saint Joseph’s Christmas Collection may be 
made up to and including January 13, the last day of the 
Christmas Season. Please memo your check  or offering 
envelope “CHRISTMAS COLLECTION.”   

December 22, 2018 
Elise & Frederick Mueller 
 

 
 

 

 

 

December 23, 2018 
People of the Parish 
Thomas Barbagallo   
   (6th Anniversary Remembrance) 
Rose Cecchi 
Mildred O’Leary 
Louise & Theodore Kachel 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 

December 24, 2018 
People of the Parish 
 

CHRISTMAS VIGIL 

Mary Burns 
Maryann Vincenti 
Arthur & Victoria Vrola 
Brian Patrick Coogan 
Deceased members of the  
   Alison & Mission families 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

December 25, 2018      CHRISTMAS DAY 
People of the Parish 
Kennedy & Grimm Families 
Teresa & Pietro Bernardi 
Felice Bartolomeo 
John & Margaret Schatz 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

December 26, 2018 
Susan & Terence McCormack 
Dan O’Grady (Birthday Remembrance) 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 

December 27, 2018 
Louise Maloney & James R. Toscano 
   (25th Anniversary Remembrance) 
Marie & William Codner 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

December 28, 2019 
Catherine Kim 
Margaret E. Flanagan 
 
 

 

 

 
 
 

 

December 29, 2018 
Courtney Jensen 
Edgardo Acosta 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

December 30-2018 
People of the Parish 
Ann Ryan 
Teresita & Nicolasa Tumang 
Anthony D. Errico 
Courtney Jensen 
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SAINT JOSEPH CHURCH  ORADELL/NEW MILFORD, NJ 

 

            You can order on Amazon with  
“Amazon Smile” and benefit  

Saint Joseph Church  
(AT NO COST TO YOU) 

 Same low prices and selection 
as amazon.com 

 Amazon will donate a portion 
of your purchase price to our parish. 

 

HOW TO ORDER WITH AMAZON SMILE: 

Just go to smile.amazon.com 
and select  

St. Joseph RC Church New Milford 
as your charity; 

then make your purchases  
as you normally would on Amazon. 

 

See our bulletin in full color 

on our website:  sjcnj.org 

Come visit our 
EVENING 

OPEN HOUSE 
—JANUARY 9 

Anytime between 7:00—9:00 pm 
(no appointment necessary) 

 
 

 
 

 

 

Saint Joseph School serves students from  
Preschool (ages 3-4) to 8th Grade.   

Visit our website at sjsusa.org  
or call 201-261-2388 for more information. 

 
 

Saint Joseph School—where strong academic outcomes  
are fostered with a commitment to Catholic values  
and the development of each student’s potential. 

THANK YOU 
FROM THE  

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS 
The St. Joseph Council #3814 of the Knights of 
Columbus would like to thank the parishioners of Saint 
Joseph Parish and The Church of the Ascension 
Parish for their support of their charitable activities. 
 This past year the Knights were able to donate  
$11,066 to charities that help both the Church and the 
community. 
 If you are interested in becoming part of this 
wonderful organization, go to njkofc.org/join-us or 
plan to join us for a special 
 

INFORMATION EVENT 
—JANUARY 13 

 The Knights will host a continental breakfast for 
Catholic men ages 18 and above who are interested in 
learning more about the K of C on Sunday, January 13 
in the parish’s “Retreat House” (next to the church).  
Watch next week’s bulletin for details of this special event. 
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